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Tur history of the Kokand Khanate, which now forms
a component part of the Russian Empire, is very poor in
domestic historical materials. Moreover, the inadequacy of
numismatic memorials, which might perhaps have served to
fill up existing gaps, renders it impossible, despite the most
careful investigation, to work out a mere fugitive historical
sketch, not only of times long gone by, but even of the most
recent past.

Extant written accounts,® and the information collected
by myself during the late campaign, concerning the first
represenfatives of that, comparatively speaking, not very
ancient dynasty whose rule has now come to an end, are in
the highest degree imperfect.

Tradition and the examination of coins furnish us with
but contradictory or fragmentary data in respect to the rulers
of Kokand. Thus, for example, we leari by this means that
one of the Khans wag called Alim Khan, another Omapr

‘Khan, and that they were the sons of one of the Uzbek tribal.
Chiefs, Narbuta Bey, representative of the tribe Ming or
Min, .

Narbuta Bey was the son of a certain Janchi Bey and
traced his family descent from the Bmperor Baber. Purther

* They are comprised in the following essnya: “Sketel of the Mistory of ths
Kokand Khanate,” by Nurnkin in the ‘Turkestanische Zeitung,” 1872, No. 36 ; “ Histoyi-
cul Notices of the Kokand Khanate,” by W. Welyaminov Scrnoy in the * Works of the
Oriental Section of the Lmperial Archa ological Society, " 1866, Vol, 11; and “ Sketeh
of the History of the Kokand Khavate,” by Il Petroveky in ‘The European

Messenger,” 1875, No. 10,
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we learn that this Bey, at the close of the last century,
when his name had acquired popularity among the Uzbek

~ tribes, quickly raised himself to power, and after seizing,
without much difficulty, Kokand and some other independ-
ent provinces, founded ¢he dynasty that until lately ruled
in Kokand. , .

In respect to the occurrences which thereafter took place
during the reign of Narbuta and among his sons, contem-
porary writers afford us none but inconsistent and imperfect
particulars. More trustworthy information regarding the
history of Kokand relates to a period not so distantly removed
from our day: nof, however, until 1839 does the mysterious
veil that had been spread over the history of the Ferghana
Valley begin to be drawn aside. Still we are in a position to
recount the names of the Princes, who held sway over the
kingdom founded on the ruins of the monarchy of Tamer-
lane : Narbuta Bey (1770—1800) was succeeded by his
eldest son Alim Khan (1800—1810) and the latter by his
brother Omar Khan (1810—1822). On the death of Omar
Khan there followed an uunsuccessful rising of his younger
son, Sultan Mahmud, against his elder brother, Muhammad .
Ali KKhan, who ascended the throne. Sultan Mahmud was
defeated and fled to Bokhara, where he employed every sort
of intrigue with the view of inducing the Amir of Bokhara,
Nagar-ullah Khan, tc undertake a campaign against Kokand.
Muohammad Ali (Madali Khan) (1822—1842) himself contri-
buted not a little towards the suceess of Sultan Mahmud’s
efforts, for, though at the commencement of his reign that
Prince displayed much activity and spirit, yet he suddenly
began to neglect the affairs of State, shut himself up in his
harem, and abandoned himself to sensuality. The disorder
thence resulting in the whole administration excited general
ill-will among the p2ople and stirred up the aristocracy of
the kingdom againss the Khan, The nobles conspired toge-
ther to depese him and elevate to the throne a grandson of
Narbata Bey and son of Alim Khan, named Shir Ali. The
conspirators, however, lacked sufficient strength to carry oub
their coneerted plan, and they therefore appealed for support
to the Amir of Bokhara, who failed not to take advantage
of this opportunity to exert a continual interference in the
internal affairs of the neighbouring Khanate. In 1841
Nasar-ullah appeared openly on the écene, and resolved, after
taking Kokand by storm, to include the whole kingdom as a
new provinee in his dominions. 1In order to effect this, he
employed the most strenuous measures which he deemed
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adapted to the firm establishment of bis power in Tokand.
The nearest relatives of the Khan of Kokand, and the ill-
¢ fated Khban, Muhammad Ali himself, were put to death.
The Khan’s Officers of State, who were favorably known
for the efficiency of their service and respected By the
people, were transported to Bokhara, and there died in the
pangs of poverty. The Bokharian Ibrahim was nominated
Beg of Kokand and the other adjacent provinces :
Tashkend, however, was handed over to the management of
Muhammad Sharif, a native of the place. As is always
wont to be the ease under such circumstances, harsh mea-
sures failed on this occasion also to achieve their end. The
bulk of the population of Kokand soon shewed their dise
satisfaction with the new régime inaugurated by the Amir
of Bokhara, and the people who had previously taken no
share in the party struggle for supremacy were now com-
pelled to rise against their new Governors, in consequence of
the oppressions which the Bokharian officials committed.
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The settled populatif)n, the Sarts, were on this occasion
ajded by the Kirghiz Nomads. As soon as the latter heard
of the annexafion of Kokand and the treacherous murder
of the Khan’s family, many of the Kirghiz persuaded the
aged Shir Ali (year 1842), a cousin of the executed
Muhammad Ali, to set himself up as Khan of Kokand.
At the head of their levies they advanced with him upon the
capital, Kokand. The Bokharians were expelled from
Kokand, apd Shir Ali was proclaimed Khan. The Amir of
Bokhara, on becoming acquainted with the downfall of the
Government which he had introducec into Kokand, imme-
diately began preparations for the re‘establishment of his
power in the Ferghana Valley. In the spring of the follow-
ing year, he set out against Kokand and encompassed it on
every side. Phe inhabitants of Kokand, under the leader-
ship of the subsequently famous Kipchak Mussulman Kul,
nick-named “ Cholak” (the limping man) defended them-
selves with spirit and courage. After a bootless siege of
40 days’ duration, the Amir hearing that reinforcoments
were at hand and terrified at the same time by false reports,
which Mussulman K6l had cireulated, that a conspiracy had
been set on foot in Bokhara, found himself compelled to
retire without accomplishing his object and fall back ou
Bokhara.

The aged and superstitions Shir Ali Khan proved a
weak ruler, without spirit, firmaness of will, or energy, and
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ncapable of controlling the ambitious intrigues of his in-
fluential subjects. Basing their claims on the fact that it
was to them chiefly that the new Khan owed his throne,
the Kipchaks began to regard themselves as the mainstay
of Kokandian independence, and without much ceremony
to exclude all Sarts from offices of State. In these pro-
ceedings an especially prominent part was taken by Yusuf
Minbashi,* the leading man in the Government. Ie set
to work to deprive the Sarts of the most influential posts,
which he transferred to members of his own tribe.
Smartin¥ under such treatment, the Sarts led by Shadi, the
Khan’s most favored dignitary, refused to endure this state
of things any longer, and a murder formed the prelude to
their remonstrance. With the consent of the Khan, Shadi
poisoned Yusuf and commanded his adherents to be put to
death. It was a less easy matter, however, for Shadi to dis-
pose of his most formidable rival, Mussulman Kul, Batur
of Andijan. The latter received an insidious written sum-
moas to repair to Kokand and replied in the most courteous
terms that he would not fail to comply; but meanwhile he got
ready for war and collected around him Yusuf’s followers
who had fled from Kokand. Shadi, on becoming acquainted
with these hostile preparations despatched hired assassins to
Andijan : their designs, however, were forthwith detected,
and they themselves hanged by order of Mussulman Kil.
Open war then broke out: the opposing factions encount-
ored one amother at Tus, called also Chust (a gmall town
west of Namangan): the Sarts were defeated, Shadi slain,
and the Khan himself taken prisoner. Mussulman Kul
nevertheless found if impossible to seat a new Khan on the
throne, for no representative of the ruling stock, exeept
Shir Ali Khan’s family, was to be found in Kokand: but
to select a Khan from the family of the degraded Shir
Ali would be to train up a perilous instrument of revenge
against himself : accordingly, he entered into negotiations
with Shir Ali, and replacing him ‘on the throne, claimed
for himself the position of the deceased Shadi.

In epite of the atfention paid by the farsichted
and sagacious Mussulman XKal to Shadi’s adherents
if wag in vain that ke endeavored for a long period to win
cvor the Sart faction, The main ground of the dissatisfae-
tion of the Barts with Mussulman Kil, as with the subse-
guent Uzbek rulers, was the appropriation, for the benefit of

P T T r 4 :
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the Kipchaks, of the highest posts in the State which in the
time of Shadi had been occupied by Sarts. Intrigues began
anew. Two of the most powerful and influential represen-
tatives of the Sarts, Rahmatullah and Muhammad Karim,
succeeded in persuading Murad, one of the descendants of
the Kokandian Khans, and Governor of the Province of
Shahr-i-Sabz, to depose Shir Ali from the throne. Murad
thereupon marched with an army and a considerable number
of Kokandian emigrants against Kokand, which was
captured without resistance. The unhappy Shir Ali was
put to death and Murad proclaimed Khan by the Sarts. The
real ruler, Mussulman Kul, happened at this time to be
among the Kirghiz nomads; but on receiving intelligence
of the revolution which had taken place in Kokand during
his absence, he repaired at once to the city of Margilan, and
thence to Kokand, taking with him Khudayar, a son of the
murdered Shir Alj, sixteen years of age, who had resided in
Margilan. Thanks to an unexpected event, Mussulman
Kil’'s objeet was fulfilled without much bloodshed: for
Murad, as soon as he heard of Mussulman Kil’s approach,
abandoned the city and his adherents to their fate and fled
to Shapr-i-Sabz. Mussulman Kul then oceupied Kokand
without opposition (1843), and after executing the ringleaders
in the late conspiracy re-established the rule of the Kipchals.
His first act after his return to Kokand was to remove
Sarymsak, Shir Ali’s eldest son, with whom he was at enmity.
Summoned to Kokand as the successor of his father on the
throne, Satymsak was put to death by Mussulman Kil’s com-
mand and Khudayar proclaimed Khan (1845-1858). There-
upon recommenced the rule of the Kipehaks, which was all
the more intolerable to the Sarts in that the Chief of the
Kipchaks, Mussulman Kdal, had lost all trust in the Saris
after the perfidious conduct of Rahmatullah and Muham-
mad Karim, and had entirely filled all the highest offices
with Kipchaks. Equally rigorous was the surveillance
exercised over the young Khan by Mussulman Kdal, who
kept the Khan under strict supervision; and while he
humored all his whims and paid him every esternal mark
of respect, yet secluded him from all affairs of Staté, allowed
no one access to him, and kept him short of funds, fearing
lest the Khan should acquire friends by means of presenfs.
This latter ecircumstance was turned to account by two
cunning Kokandians, Kasim Beg and Mirza Ahmed, who
so worked upon Khudayar that he became exasperated
with Mussulman Kual, and resolved upon vindicating Lis
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independence by dint of arms. Before long a force marched
from Tashkend against Kokand under the eommand of
Nir Muhammad, whose aid Khudayar had solicited in
his struggle with the powerful Mussulman Kil. The latter
suspecting that the Chief of Tashkend had been incited
to insurrcction by Khudayar, himself marched to give
battle to Ndr Muhammad, and took the young Khan with
him. The armies met -half-way between Tashkend and
Kokand, and while both sides were getting ready for
action, Khudayar stole over to the enemy under cover of
night and received an honorable welcome from Nvur Muham-
mad. In the face of such an unlooked-for event, Mussulman
Kl retained his presence of mind, and bravely beginning
the fight before his army learned what had happened, he
gained the wvictory. Nur Mubammad was slain and the
young Khan taken prisoner. Mussulman Kil, however, had

so much generosity that he effected a reconciliation with his

captive, and allowed him to remain on the throne. Then
matters returned to their old footing: the Kipchaks were
once more in the ascendant, the Sarts once more suppressed,
and the Khan once more placed under supervision: such
was the situation for nearly six months. On a certain day, all
the Begs and the most important dignitaries assembled
together in the Khan’s palace to take part in the celebration
of some festival, The Khan was in high spirits, and be-
haved in the most friendly manner to all the company.
Suddenly one of the officers exasperated by a keen remark
began a most violent altercation with Mussulman*Kil, and,
when commanded fo leave the palace, indulged in loud and
coarse abuse. Apprehending something sinister, Mussulman
Kiil intended to withdraw, but he had barely time to rise
when the people present set upon him with their knives.

The ©Dongva’* sounded, and all Mussulman’s followers.

wore massacred by a crowd of assailants; yet Mussulman
Kl himself escaped in a marvellous manner, and taking
refuge with his Kipchaks, he speedily got together an army,

and marched against Kokand: but luck had deserted the

renowned Balur, Defcated at Skessu, he succeeded once more
in fleeing to the Kipchaks, by whom, however, ho was seized
and condueted prisoner to Kokand, and bitterly they rued
the day on which they deprived the chieftain of his liberty.
Kbudayar Khan was now released from tutelage, and by his
command there began a terrible persecution of the Kipchaks.

# A loge frompot.
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Tt is said that in the course of three months more than 20,000
innocent persons suffered death under circumstances of the
utmost barbarity. Mussulman Kl himself was econdemned
to stand for three days exposed to the public gaze upon the
scaffold, and there compelled to witness the extermination of
the Kipchaks; then when the bloody tragedy of the execution
of the innocent had been accomplished before his eyes, soul-
felt emotion overcame the man, and he is said to have prayed
aloud for death. At last, on the third day, the once power-
ful regent of the Khanate was shamefully hanged (1853).
Mussulman Kul's place was: now taken by Kassim and
Mirza Ahmed, and the rule of the Sarts was inangurated.

In 1857, there appeared on the scene a new tribe, whom
fate had destined to play a part in the Kokand Khanate,
the Kirghiz, allied in origin with the Kipchaks. About this
time, the Kirghiz rose against their Governor who had been
sent from Tashkend by Mirza Ahmed to rule over them.
His oppression and incredible exactions had alienated the
people to such a degree that the insurrection assumed for-
midable dimensions, and was only allayed by certain con-
cessions on the part of Mirza Ahmed. One ycar later
disorders among the Kirghiz-broke out afresh. At the head
of the movement stood Khudayar’s full-brother, .Mulla
Khan, who sought an opportunity to avenge himself on
the Khan for depriving him of the office of Beg of Tashkend.
Incited by the Kirghiz who were eager to make him Khan,
and to afford him effectual aid in the struggle with his
brother, Mulla Kban marched against Khudayar. The
battle was fought near Samarkand, and Khudayar aban-
doned by his followers was defeated and driven to Bokhara.
Kokand then fell readily into the hands of Mulla Khan
who ascended the throne. In vain Khudayar atfempted
to reghin his lost Khanate with the assistancé of the
Bokharian forces: he miserably failed, the Bokharian army
was defeated by the Kokandians at Oratippe, and Khudayar,
left in the lurch by the Ameer, saw himself compelled to
renounce the recovery of his throne.

Mulla Khan conducted the Government for only two
years, and in that brief period proved his ability fo rule
independently. Nevertheless, the Kipchaks could not re-
concile themselves entirely to the administration of the
new Khan. When Mulla Khan was elevated to the
throne of Kokand, the most eminent among the Kipehak
Begs had regarded it as certain that they would play an
important part at Court and in the Government; but their
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ope was not fulfilled, and so they resolved upon getting up
a conspiracy against the Khan. The Khan was thereupon
strangled by his attendants who had been bought over by
the Kipchaks, and Sarymsak’s son, Shah Murad, a lad of
fifteen years, was raised to the throne. Relying on the
Khan’s youth, the Begs imagined that they would easily
accomplish their ambitious designs. The usurpers also
attempted to assassinate Mulla Khan’s son, a boy aged
fourteen years ; but in this they were unsuccessful, for Alim
Kiil, the trusty Divan-Begi of Mulla Khan, anticipated the
danger and conveyed the young Sultan Sayyid, accompanied
by Alim Kal’s jigits in safety to Andijan. The intelligence
of the flight of Mulla Khan’s son caused the Kokandian
usurpers very great anxiety. They recognized in the person
of Alim Kul a formidable adversary and gave up their cause
for lost, but the wily Alim Xl hastened to pacify them by
giving written assurances that he was entirely devoted to
Mourad, and was only anxious to avert the murder of Mulla
Khan's innocent son. The sequel shewed that Alim Kil's
intentions were by no means so peaceful.

About this time the people of Tashkend invited
Khudayar, who was then living in Bokhara, to join them,
and the danger which threatened the Kipchaks from the
side of Tashkend induced Alim K1l to seek aid in Kokand.
Phe confiding chieftains of Kokand united their forces with
those of Alim Kl and marched against Khudayar to
Tashkend, but the siege of the city was not successful, and
they were obliged to retire, and then at last, when.he had
nothing further to fear from his opponents in Kokand, Alim
Kl put to death in front of the whole army the two most
formidable of the Kokand officers of State, and gave the
order thafall their adherents should be exterminated, Con-
trary to expectation, however, Shah Murad remained. on the
throne, and Alim Kal contented himself with the post of
regent under the Xhan,

Meanwhile, Khudayar, emboldened by the discomfiture
of his enemies followed close upon the retreating army, and
after eapturing Khojend, advanced as far as Kokand, Alim
Kiil was eager to repel him, but secing treachery on every
side withdrew northwards, and there began to re-assemble a
new army. Khudayar then took poessession of Kokand, and
raceived an enthusiastic welcome from the inhabitants.

Soon, aflter tl}is war broke out once more katween
Koudayar and Alim Kl for the last time. The former
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was supported by the Sarts, the latter by the Kipchaks.
At first fortune favored the side of Khudayar. The ap-
pearance of three claimants spread disunion among the
Kipchaks who were defeated on several occasions. This
induced Alim Kl to get rid of the claimants as a prelimi-
nary measure, which seemed a very easy matter, since they
were all guileless youths and too ready to believe Alim
Kil, when he promised each in turn to make him Khan.
These events took place in Ush: the simple youths appre-
hending no danger came into Alim Kiul's camp, and were
there put to death by his command. Having thus freed
himself from the three claimants, who stood in the way of
a successful contest with Khudayar, Alim Kiil proclaimed
Sultan Sayyid, Mulla Khan’s son, Khan of Kokand, and
entered with energy upon the war. Then fortune turned
to the side of Alim Kdl: and Khudayar, defeated in several
battles by his antagonist, was compelled to take refuge with
* the Amir of Bokhara. The latter himself led his army
against Kokand, and beleaguered Alim Kil in the defile of
Kara Kulcha: but after remaining there a long while to no
purpose, he withdrew with his forces to Bokhara, highly
irritated against Khudayar. Abandoned by the Amir and
nearly all his own adherents, Khudayar had no resource
left but to seek an asylum for the second time in Bokhara;
whereupon Alim Kil made himself master of Kokand with-
out difficulty : but owing to the rough severity which marked
his rule, he roused the inhabitants of Kokand against himself,
and was obliged to yield the throne to a rival of milder
disposition. Thus it happened in the end that Kbudayar
was recognized as Khan by nearly all the cities in the country,
and when the brave Alim Kil had fallen figchting in the
battle of Tashkend against Major-General Cherniayev’s de-
tachment, Khudayar took possession of Kokand without
bloodshed, and ascended the throne for the third time (1864).

One year after Khudayar Khan’s refurn from Bokhara
to Kokand, Tashkend was taken by the Russians. It might
have been supposed that the approach of a formidable enemy
would lead to new developments within the Khanate, and
would involve Khudayar in a perilous collision with Russia.
As a matter of fact, hewever, the contrary happened; the
close neighbourhood of the Russians merely contributed to
the strengthening of Khudayar's power, since he was prudent
enough to avoid a quarrel with Russia, while the presump-
tuous conduct of the Amir of Bokhara entailed vpon him

B
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‘very perceptible blows by which his eonsequence in Central
Asia was for ever destroyed. Khudayar had now the oppor-
tunity of convineing himself that he would never succeed
in regaining that part of Kokand which had already been
acquired by the Russians. and it must be added that he
sincerely accepted that conclusion. At Khudayar’s request a
treaty was concluded in 1868 between him and the Governor-
General of Turkestan, which treaty was maintained up to
the events of last year.

The relations which were thus established between
Kokand*and Russia must doubtless have proved of great
advantage to the people of Kokand, and, in fact, the country
soon began to recover from the internal disorder into which
it had been thrown by many years of civil war. Unfortu-
nately, however, the sole vigour which Khudayar Khan and
his immediate councillors displayed lay in the direction of
their own aggrandizement ; and they shrank from no means
in atfaining that end. The mass of taxes unjustly imposed
by them grew with every year, but the hatred against
Khudayar Khan increased with equal rapidity. It was not
only the down-trodden people that murmured, but the clergy
also, and the Kipchak party who were discontented at the
loss of the influence formerly enjoyed by them. These latter
now adopted the old methods for re-estublishing their
authority in the eyes of the people.

Resolved upon getting rid of Khudayar, they began to
spread abroad among the people the report that the Russians
were responsible for their misery, and that the foreigners
must, therefore, be expelled from Tashkend.

This melancholy state of affairs resulted every spring in
the outbreak of disorder in the country. Especially was this
the case with the Nomads, who yearly gave harbour to those
who had been persecuted by Khudayar Khan and who
belonged to the reigning family. While putting forward
these vietimas of thé distrustful Khap, in their capacity of
claimants to the throne, the insurgents had no idea of stand-
ing up for the interests of these persons; on the contrary,
thoy seized the occasion to pursue very different aims of
which the substance culminated in the base intention to
spread disturbance throughout the country, and meanwhile
to give themselves up to their most favorite avocation of
plunder. This ardour for plunder is perhaps the most promi-
nent, if not: the sole, motive of disorder among the people of
Coutral Asin. We find it indeed hard to accept the opinion

THE PROVINCE OF FERGIIANA,
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sometimes expressed that the cause of collision between the
Russians and Central Asiatics must be sought in the fanaticism
of the masses. On the contrary, I am convinced, from the
observations which I have made, that barbarous proclivities,
though concealed until the proper moment, form the starting
point of disorder. Whether the people rise to thrust a de-
tested ruler from the throne, or march against a foreign
enemy, in both cases there lies hidden under what we may
call the official veil that charm which proves so seductive
to all Central Asiatics—the prospect of seizing another’s
property. Fanaticism plays but a secondary part, and may
perhaps be used as a means of exciting insurrection among
the settled Asiatics alone; while for the Nomads, who reckon
themselves Mussulmans only by name, religious war is a
conception possessing no intrinsic value. The aim of the
Nomads ‘is to display their valour and audacity during the
war with the least possible danger to life and after the fight
to return home with their plunder. We have but seldom
witnessed examples of personal bravery or unselfish devotion.

The above-mentioned general position of affairs in
the Kokand Khanate, which arose from dissatisfaction with
the Government of Khudayar Khan, began at last in recent
years to assume a menacing aspect. In vain the Governor-
General of Turkestan, Adjutant General Von Kauffmann,
addressed repeated warnings to Khudayar, bidding him
reform his system of administration. The Khan merely plied
the Governor-General with re-assuring promises, while
he crushed the most unimportant indications of discontent
with unheard-of barbarity. The consequence was that
Khudayar found himself constrained at last to seek an asylum
among the Russians, after the reins of Government had
been torn from him for the third and last time. Asis well
known, he was assigned a residence at Orenburg.

FORMERLY KHANATE OF KOKAND.
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The downfall of Khudayar and the disorders which
ensued thereupon were not without influence on our
frontier population, among whom the armed bands proceed-
ing from Kokand made their appearance. The necessity of
preserving peace in the provinces entrusted to his charge
constrained the Governor-General of Turkestan to march with
a detachment into the Khanate in order to chastise the people
for the violation of our frontier, and at the same fime to re-
establish order in those regions,
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In the cause of scientific enquiry in Central Asia—a
cause which has received the most active support and protec-
tion from Governor-General Von Kauffmann—it was arranged
that I should join the campaign with the view of searching
for manuseripts and other scientific materials in the Khanate.

On 7th August, our detachment left Tashkend and
marched towards Khojend, the point fixed for the concen-
tration of the bodies of troops belonging to the detachment.
The head-quarters followed with the last echelon. Our
march lay along the postal road through the Kuramin circle
to Khojend, then further into the Khanate past Makhram,
a fortress in Kokand, through the village Bish-Aryk, the
city of Kokand, the village Alty-Aryk, and Margilan.

Our march to Khojend was tediously monotonous: the
road led through a sterile thinly-peopled region. More-
over, the stretch of country from Khojend to the fortress
of Makhram is of an uninviting character by reason of
the poverty of nature and vegetation: only a few gardens
were met with around the settlements lying on the road.
Beyond Makhram the country begins to assume a more
lively aspect: here and there on either hand are to be seen
broad cultivated fields and houses dotted in the midst of the
green expanse of gardens: the well-filled canals are lined
with remarkable avenues of mulberry trees.

Makhram was the first fortified post in Kokand on the
frontier between the Russian possessions and that Khanate.
Since the capture of Khojend Ey the Russians, this fortress
had become of special importance, for it might have been
turned to account as a point of support in the event of
the Kokand Government assuming a hostile attitude towards
us. Lying on the bank of the Syr, where the river is crossed,
the fortress of Makhram serves also as a station for exacting
tolls. There can be mno doubt that our proximity has
i.nﬂl-mnced the construction of this fortress, which is built
in the form of a square surrounded by a wall and bastions :
on fthe northern side of the wall there is a low gate leading
to the river: and on the open ground around the fort field
batteries are placed.. At a distance of about a verst, a vil-
lage of not very large extent forms, as it were, a suburb of
the place. The town of Makhram is inhabited by Uzbeks,
and twice a week a public market is held there. Makhram
claims about 30 villages whose fields are supplied with water
drawn from the river Sokh. The circle of Makhram was
Administered by a Beg, called the Sarkardal ; and looking to

THE PROVINCE OF FERGHANA,
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the importance of the point, the office of the Sarkardah of
Makhram was one of much responsibility and dignity.

Until the battle of Makhram took place on the 26th-
97th August, we had seen very few people on the road
between Khojend and Makhram, and we were told that the
inhabitants had fled to the mountains taking their families
with them. Later, however, after the defeat of the Kokan-
dians, deputations from the villages situated near the road
appeared before us, making low bows, as well as an embassy
from Kokand sent by the newly-elected Khan Nasar-ud-din
to sue for peace. On the 30th August, the capital of the
Khanate, Kokand, surrendered without a blow.

The journals have already made the public sufficiently
acquainted with the movements of our detachment after the
battle of Makhram, and passing such details by, I proceed
to give a brief description of” the capital of the late Khanate,
for it is the most important city in the newly-acquired Pro-
vince of Ferghana. . '

The city of Kokand leaves no lasting impression on the
mind. Excepting the great market and the internal arrange-
ment of the Khan’s palace, there is nothing to distinguish
the late capital of the Khanate from the rest of the larger
cities in Central Asia, such as Khojend, Tashkend, and so
forth: in fact, the situation of the latter cities is more
picturesque than that of Kokand. And yet the, boastful
Asiatios attach to this city the epithet of *“ Kokand-i-Latif ”—
an epithet found on all coins struck in tle capital.

Tike most of the cities in Central Asia, Kokand is
encompassed by a wall, through which—to use the expres-
sion of the natives—one can issue forth from 12 gates and
reach all quarters of the universe. The city and its gardens
are supplied with water from a mountain stream that fows
through the Ulkun Sai (Great Pass), and is conducted by
means of numerous canals, In respect to climate, Kokand
is reckoned by the natives among the best cities of the
Ferghana Valley, though a sojoarn there at a certain season,
during which a strong oppressive west wind steadily
blows, becomes intolerable from the extreme heat. Among the
unpleasant peculiarities of the districts around Kokand, we
must not omit to mention the goitre disease which is com-
mon to a portion of the inhabitants, and is attributed to 1he
constant use of water* drawn from a small lake situated at

# Some bottles of this water were brought to St. Petersburg for ehemical analysis
by a person who took part in the Kokand Expedition, The results of the enquixy are
not yet known,
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the southern end of the city close to the “Mui Mubdrak »
Gate,

Khudayar Khan’s palace (Urda) is situated in the
southern quarter of the city upon an artificial elevation. -
The .facade of the principal gate.on the northern side of
the wall is adorned with drawings of various colours, which
re-call to mind the familiar designs of Samarkand. An
inscription over the entrance tells us that Sayyid Mubammad
Khudayar Khan built the gate in the year 1287 (1870).
The internal arrangement of the Khan’s chambers is dis-
tinguished by oriental luxury, though we found in a part of
the palace, built shortly before the capture of Kokand, some
rooms fitted up in European fashion with luxurious furni-
ture, curtains, drapery, &c., as well as with objects imported
from Petersburg and Moscow. With all the magnificence
of the arrangements, one nevertheless meets at times with
some simple article of home-manufacture, such as a stool or
other trifle. In the principal hall of the palace, set apart
for public receptions and occasions of ceremony, there was
hanging from the roof a huge chandelier adorned with
crystal pendants. The castern side of the hall contained
a vaulted recess in which the Khan was said to take his seat.
To the north and south are grated doors : the partition-walls
are ornamented with the designs of native artists, an apple-
tree or a bouquet of roses in a vase, all hanging in«he air,
or a tred like a weeping willow springing from the neck of
some vessel or other. The hall contains no furniture, and
the floor is covered with carpets: the chandelier hanging
from the roof occupies almost the whole height and breadth
of the room. In front of the palace were ranged about 60
cannon of various patterns and calibres. The mint and
powder manufactory stood in one of the courts of the
palace.

The Kokand bazaar is the most important market
throughout the Khanate, judging from the number of shops.
Many of the stalls were built by Khudayar Xhan himself,
who deemed it consistent with his dignity to enrich himself
Ly devoting attention to commercial affairs. The stalls
are all constructed of timber, the interstices between the
timbers being filled up with mud. The passages leading
through the rows of shopsare covered in. Twice a week there
takes place a public auction of goods, whereby a crowd of
men on horse-back and foot are attracted from the surround-
ing villages ; here is fo be found the focus of the whole
traflic in manufactured articles imported from Russia, and
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